
The ancients tell tales of how life for Vikings*, away from home, was tough and 

nomadic. So it was, when the clan of Haldan** made camp by the lake in the 

Forest of Waltham, it was a while before they moved on. Instead they feasted 

on the fish and fowl readily available, and caroused the nights away. 

But for thane Haldan, this was but a respite.  The Hamlet of Hale end was in his 

sights. There were riches to be made on the banks of The mighty River Kerching. 

Homes and Churches to be raided; and booty to take home. 

Meanwhile, in the Hamlet of Sewardstonebury the clan of Seward*** was 

growing in strength. They had massed riches from raids on the Waltham Abbey, 

and settled for a while on the banks of the Cuckoo Brooke. But the warriors 

were restless. They packed up their belongings and headed down the Cuckoo 

Brooke until they reached its joining with the Kerching. News had reached them 

of a mighty lake on the other side of the Waltham Forest, full of fish and fowl 

for food, and vast riches to be gained from the hamlets of Highams and Hale 

End. 

The Sewards followed the course of the rambling River Kerching until it 

flowed into the mighty lake where the Haldans were encamped. 

And so it was, on the 8TH Day of May, when the forest was about to burst into 

glorious leaf; the lake was replenishing it’s bounty for another year; and the 

sky was full of returning birds; that the two Viking clans met on the plains of 

Higham Bensted. 

Our Spring Festival in the Highams park on Sunday 8th May has a Viking theme 

Come, and bear witness to the outcome of their skirmishes. Join the Feasting 

and Carousing from 11:am onwards.  Support a clan: 

WHERE WILL YOU PIN YOUR COLOURS? 

Choose a clan, and colour in your emblem in shades of the appropriate colours. 

IN THE RED CORNER IN THE BLUE CORNER 

The Haldans The Sewards 

    HALDANS SEWARDS 

*This is a purely fictional tale, made up of old Saxon names and playing with names of real places for 
a bit of fun such as KERching for the river ching – being a reference to booty.  

**The thane of Hale End in the Doomsday Book was Thane Haldan. 

*** It is believed that Sewardstonebury was named after a famous Saxon warlord called Seward! 


